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there are a considorabfe number of Shias, the majority arc Sunnis   A sprmMmq o! WAh;itn*.
Is also found.  In the villages, the Muslims follow many of tho social customs r>f tho Hindu*
In the case Of the Dudekula Muslims tho names too arc often Hindu with a MurJim

Christianity was first introduced into Andhra in t7Ql by a mombor of
with the conversion of a Velama family at Punganur in Chittoor DiMnct Tho Romnn
had a monopoly Of the proselyti/ing till 1005, whan they ware joined by Iho f^otonf.inf
Though some people of the upper castes too embraced tho religion, it !.pm,-tci
the socially depressed castes, to whom it rondmod ymat hoip